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Subject: Petitions  

Report to: London Assembly (Plenary)  
 

Report of:  Executive Director of Secretariat 

 
Date: 8 March 2018 

 
This report will be considered in public  
 
 
 
1.  Summary 
 

1.1 This report sets out details of petitions to be presented at this meeting by Assembly Members. 

 

 

2. Recommendation 
 

2.1 That the Assembly receives and notes the petitions listed at Section 4 of this report and 

decides whether to refer the petitions, and if so where to, and seeks a response to the 

points raised. 

  

 

3. Background 
 

3.1 Standing Orders 3.20 to 3.21 make provision for the presentation of petitions by an 

Assembly Member at an ordinary meeting of the Assembly. 

 

A petition to be presented must: 

 

(a) Be addressed to the Mayor, the Assembly, a Functional Body (as the case may be); 

 

(b) Clearly indicate the name, address and contact telephone number of the person organising the 

petition, or where the petition was organised on the internet, its data controller; 

 

(c) Be presented in the form of printed sheets, each of which includes the “prayer” of the petition 

(the “prayer” is the formal request or other subject matter of the petition) or, if the petition was 

organised on the internet, clearly demonstrate that internet users who subscribed to the petition 

knew what the prayer was;  

 

(d) Include each petitioner’s name (which may be printed or be in the form of a signature, provided 

that the signature is legible) and address (sufficient that the person and their address can be 

identified) or, where the petition was organised on the internet, their names and email addresses; 

 

(e) Indicate the total number of manual or electronic signatories to the petition; and 

 



    
    

(f) Young people aged 17 or under signing a petition may give their address as that of the school, or 

other recognised youth group or similar organisation that they attend (with details of their class 

name where appropriate), provided that the lead petitioner is a teacher at or leader of that school or 

youth group or similar organisation. 

 

(g) Indicate the total number of manual or electronic signatories to the petition; and 

 

(h) Refer to matters within the responsibilities of the Mayor, the London Assembly or the functional 

bodies, or to matters of importance to Londoners, including those who visit, live or work in Greater 

London. 

 

3.2 Notice of the intention to present a petition at an Assembly meeting and a copy of the petition must 

be given to the Executive Director of the Secretariat by no later than 12 noon six clear working days 

before that meeting. 

 

3.3 Under Standing Orders the Member presenting the petition will read out the prayer of the petition 

(but not the signatories). The Assembly will not debate the petition. If the Assembly agrees without 

debate, the petition will be forwarded to the Mayor, Functional Body, relevant committee or other 

organisation with a request for a response to the points made by the petitioner.  The response 

received will be reported to the Assembly for information and forwarded to the petition’s organiser.  

The prayer of the petition and the response received will be published in the appropriate Assembly 

Minutes. 

 

 

4. Petitions to be presented 
 

4.1 Notice of the following petitions have been received: 

 

4.2 A petition, received by Unmesh Desai AM, is to be presented to the London Assembly, in 

accordance with Standing Orders 3.20 to 3.21, saying: 

“We, the undersigned, call on Transport for London (TfL) to work with Tower Hamlets 

Council to change the traffic light sequencing and introduce safe pedestrian crossings 

where Mile End Road (A11) crosses both Globe Road and White Horse Lane. Currently, 

this junction is extremely dangerous for pedestrians, as the traffic flows prioritise 

vehicles and there is no time for pedestrians to cross safely, let alone a formal crossing 

point on either side road. While we recognise the junction is busy for vehicles, it is also a 

crucial crossing point for local residents, being close to Stepney Green Station, local 

schools and numerous shops and businesses including a Co-Operative supermarket. We 

are worried this area could become even busier and more dangerous since the opening of 

a new Sainsbury’s on Globe Road close to where pedestrians try and cross. Many children, 

families and elderly people use this junction daily. We understand these locations are 

under TfL’s jurisdiction as the A11 is a “red route” and that Tower Hamlets Council has 

also raised these concerns directly, but TfL have said they have no plans to change the 

traffic signals to introduce a pedestrian phase or any crossings. Local councillors and 

residents are aware of many near-misses and actual accidents over the years. We urge 

Transport for London to prioritise pedestrian safety and work with Tower Hamlets Council 

to bring forward pedestrian crossings as soon as possible.” 



    
    

 

 

 

 The petition has 418 signatories. 

 

The contact person for this petition is: Councillor Sirajul Islam, Mulberry Place, 5 Clove Crescent, 

London, E14 2BG. 

 

 It is recommended that this petition be referred to the Mayor in his capacity as Chair of 

Transport for London. 

 

4.3 A petition, received by Unmesh Desai AM, is to be presented to the London Assembly, in 

accordance with Standing Orders 3.20 to 3.21, saying: 

 

 “TfL: don’t make us wait longer for our 100 bus-Transport for London should stick to its 

word! 

Earlier this year (when TfL cut the length of the 100 bus route) it promised that there 

would be “no changes to the frequency” of the route. But TfL have just published plans 

to slash the frequency of the 100 from 4 November, meaning Wapping residents will have 

to wait up to 50% longer for their bus. TfL is planning to decrease the frequency of the 

100 from every 8 minutes to every 12 minutes. The route is one of only two bus routes in 

Wapping, cutting it just isn’t right. The change shouldn’t have been introduced without 

discussing it with local residents first. The 100 bus link is also a vital connection for 

disabled people with limited mobility and parents with pushchairs who don’t have access 

to Wapping Station because of its lack of ticket hall to platform accessibility. In addition, 

many will experience disproportionate disadvantage waiting for longer for a bus in the 

cold and wet of winter, so this move could leave people isolated in their own homes. Your 

local councillor Denise Jones, Mayor John Biggs and London Assembly Member Unmesh 

Desai have launched a campaign calling on TfL to reverse their decision to cut the 

frequency of the 100 bus service in Wapping. We need to demonstrate local opposition to 

TfL’s decision. We, the undersigned, call on TfL to scrap their decision to cut the 

frequency of the 100 bus route serving Wapping.” 

 

The petition has 180 signatures. 

 

The contact for this petition is: Councillor Denise Jones, Mulberry Place, 5 Clove Cres, London,  

E14 2GB 

  

 It is recommended that this petition be referred to the Mayor in his capacity as Chair of 

Transport for London. 

 

4.4 A petition, received by Caroline Pidgeon MBE, AM, is to be presented to the London Assembly, in 

accordance with Standing Orders 3.20 to 3.21, saying: 

 

 “We the undersigned express our concern and opposition to the proposed 50% reduction 

in the RV1 bus route from six to three buses an hour. 

 



    
    

 The RV1 runs from Tower Hill to Covent Garden through Borough, Bankside and Waterloo 

and provides a well loved community service connecting many communities in South, 

Central, and East London. The RV1 is an important tourist route between Covent Garden, 

London Eye, Southbank Centre, Tate Modern, Globe Theatre, Tower Bridge and Tower of 

London. 

 

We are concerned by the lack of consultation held by TfL to reduce this service. 

 

We believe it is important to promote the use of public transport to improve air quality 

and make London more sustainable and green 

 

We call upon the Mayor of London and TfL to request that the reduction in this service is 

paused or stopped to allow a full and proper consultation on these proposals.” 

 

The petition has 732 signatures. 

The contact for this petition is: Victor Chamberlain, St James Church, Thurland Road,  

London SE16 4AA 

 

It is recommended that this petition be referred to the Mayor in his capacity as Chair of 

Transport for London. 

 

4.5 A petition, received by Unmesh Desai AM, is to be presented to the London Assembly, in 

accordance with Standing Orders 3.20 to 3.21, saying: 

 

“Residents are concerned about the state of the crossings at the south of Fairfield Road 

and nearby over Bow Road. Not only is there no signalled crossing at the bottom of 

Fairfield Road but also, the crossing times over Bow Road, both near Bow Church and near 

Registry Office are not nearly long enough to get over the crossing in one stage. 

 

We call on Transport for London: 

 To establish reasonable crossing times which prioritise pedestrians and cyclists 

 To support a safe and signalled crossing at the South of Fairfield Road.” 

 

The petition has 173 signatures. 

The contact for this petition is: Councillor Rachel Blake, Mulberry Place, 5 Clove Crescent, London, 

E14 2BG. 

 

It is recommended that this petition be referred to the Mayor in his capacity as Chair of 

Transport for London. 

 
 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 By virtue of sections 59, 34 and 53 of the GLA Act 1999 (as amended), the Assembly has the power 

to do what is recommended in this report.  

 

5.2 Under Standing Order 3.20 the petitions presented to the Assembly, together with the pages 

containing the names and addresses of the signatories to the petition, are documents to which the 



    
    

access to information rules from sections 100A - H and Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 

1972 apply. 

 

5.3 Any applications from Members to see the names and addresses of the signatories to the petition 

will be considered by the Executive Director of Secretariat on a case by case basis and in accordance 

with the relevant provisions of the Local Government Act 1972 and the Data Protection Act 1988. 

 

 

6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no financial implications directly arising from this report. 

 

 

 

 

List of appendices to this report: None. 

 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  

List of Background Papers: None. 

 

Contact Officer: Lorena Alcorta, Principal Committee Manager 

Telephone: 020 7983 4425 

Email: lorena.alcorta@london.gov.uk 
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